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guide to citi field guide to citi field

Here’s a look at all the features and amenities at the Mets’ new home, Citi Field, which hosts its 
first real game on Monday when the Mets face the San Diego Padres at 7:10 p.m.
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A Citi of wonder

CapacityApproximately 42,000 fans; Shea held about 57,000.

Sound system
How’s this for a system. There will be 560 speakers in Citi Field’s 

seating bowl alone.
The localized speakers reduce the delay from the microphone to the field 

from about a half a second to 0.15 seconds. Sound in Citi will be much 
clearer than Shea, especially in seats under overhanging seating areas.

The bullpen
“It’s nice, you know, we have 

a great view,” Mets reliever Sean 
Green said. “When you walk out 
there, every expectation is met, 
pretty immediately. They did a great 
job from top to bottom.”

Seating 
arrangements
There are three 

major categories 
at Citi: Concourse 
Level (18,000), Club 
Level (7,800) and 
Promenade Level 
(15,500), plus luxury 
boxes.

Restaurants, shops and concessions
Turn the page to find out what to eat, where to shop, 

and how much it’s going to cost.

Seats
You will have much 

more room to relax at 
Citi. Seat width at Shea 
ranged from 19 to 20 
inches. It’s 19 to 24 
at Citi. As for legroom, 
you get 33 to 39 inches 
to unwind at Citi. Fans 
had only 32 at Shea. 
Citi seating is angled 
toward the infield and 
positioned lower and 
closer to the field.

The pitching 
mound

Fifth starter 
Livan Hernandez 
was the first Met 
to toe the rubber 
– on April 3 in an 
exhibition against 
Boston.

“I think it’s very 
nice,” Hernandez 
said. “It looked 
good from the 
mound to home 
plate. And when 
you turn around, 
you see the 
nice stadium, 
it’s beautiful. 
The mound is 
good and I felt 
comfortable on it.”

The infield
Word around the 

Mets clubhouse is 
that Citi’s infield 
plays much faster 
than Shea.

“It’s fast, that’s a 
big difference,” Mets 
second baseman 
Luis Castillo said. 
“They had the 
ground really, really 
higher at Shea. But 
it’s OK. I think it’s 
very good.”
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David 

Wright

Above, the bullpen and main 
video board.
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Distances
Looks like Johan Santana may lower his 

ERA this season. Citi is a pitcher’s park. 
The dimensions to the outfield walls.

The right field “porch” in 
fair territory extends eight 
feet out over the field.

The stadium’s 
“voice”

Alex Anthony 
returns for his seventh 
year with the Mets. 
His voice can also 
be heard at the 
Meadowlands during 
Jets games. Anthony 
also voiced promos 
and historical sports 
timelines for the U.S. 
Open (tennis). Other 
accomplishments for 
him include voiceovers 
for video games, 
including the critically 
acclaimed “Grand 
Theft Auto 3”, “GTA: 
Vice City” and “GTA: 
San Andreas”.

The outfield
The grass is a four-variety blend of Kentucky bluegrass, 

grown in Southern New Jersey. The sand it’s grown on 
matches up with the sand the field is built from.

“I have a lot more space to cover. As outfielders, we 
really have to communicate well, get together and discuss 
how to play batters. It’s going to take some time to get 
used to it. Right now, the ball doesn’t carry, but that could 
change in the summer.” Mets center fielder Carlos Beltran.

Bathrooms
It’s the middle of 

the sixth and you 
have to go – bad. Not 
to worry. Citi Field has 
approximately one 
head per 70 guests.

That includes 635 
automated toilet 
flush valves and 270 
waterless urinals.
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A view from 
the batter’s 

box
“It’s small 

sample size, but 
I like it,” third 
baseman David 
Wright said. “As 
deep and big as it 
looks, that will be 
good for us. We 
have a lot of team 
speed. We can 
utilize all the space 
out there. It’s 
looked good out 
there for the few 
at-bats I’ve had.” 
third baseman 
David Wright said.

Video replay
Daktronics provides Citi with nearly 12,000 square 

feet on integrated scoring and video display technology.
This system will incorporate multiple high definition 

video boards, one of the nation’s largest and most 
capable out-of-town scoreboards, large screen Led video 
displays, Daktronics’ popular ProAd LED fascia display 
technology, and numerous other displays.

Preserving history
Maybe your dad or grandfather has told you stories about Ebbets Field.
Ebbets was home to the Brooklyn Dodgers from 1913 to 1957 and closed three years later. Well, 

Ebbets has come alive again – at Citi Field.
Citi, clad in brick, limestone, granite and cast stone, closely resembles the masonry used at Ebbets, 

both in color and texture. Exposed steel is painted dark blue and the seats will be dark green.
The Mets have named the entry rotunda at Citi after pioneer Jackie Robinson, who was the first black 

player to appear in a major-league game when he took the field for the Brooklyn Dodgers in 1947.

Below, the Jackie Robinson Rotunda

Driving to Shea? Here are the directions – Take I-87 South (becomes the Major Deegan Expressway in New York City) to the Robert F. Kennedy Bridge to the Grand Central Parkway to the Northern Boulevard/Shea Stadium exit.
Parking: Any vehicle entering when Citi Field lots open for games/events will be charged the game/event fee of $18. This lot will accommodate general parking.

If you 
go


